
Grain Elevators: Imagery and Imagination

David Worth

October 2011

University of Cape Town

e-mail: david.worth@uct.ac.za

web site: www.industrialarchaeology.wordpress.com



Grain Elevators: 
Imagery and Imagination

Introduction

Imagery

Imagination

Conclusions



Grain Elevators: 
Imagery and Imagination

Vereeniging
South Africa
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South Africa’s Grain Elevator system 
(SA Railways & Harbours Magazine 1923)
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Durban, South Africa

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Durban’s elevator was to be the country’s largest, at 42,000 tons, but would be considered small in comparison to the export elevators of north America, for example. It is still working today, though it has been adapted to reflect contemporary South Africa’s position as an importer, rather than an exporter, of grain.
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Durban, South Africa
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Standerton, South Africa
Isometric diagram with archival & 
recent views of typical smaller 
inland elevator
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Settlers, South Africa
Mayat (2003)

Settlers,
South Africa
SAR&H (1927)
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Union Railroad’s Toledo port elevator
Library of Congress (1882)
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Concrete Atlantis 
Reyner Banham (1986)
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“Grain Elevators, Omaha”
Preston Dickinson (1924)
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“My Egypt”
Charles Demuth (1927)

“Buildings, Lancaster”
Charles Demuth (1930)
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“Boat and Grain 
Elevators No. 2” 
Ralston Crawford 
(1941-1942) 

Canadian
postage stamp 
(1942) 
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Uganda
One Thousand Shillings (1984)

Iraq
Fifty Dinars (current)
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“The Docks” Cape Town
Charles E Peers (c.1930)
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Cape Town in the 1930s

Postcard (1931)

“The Tavern of the Seas” (1939)
One of 50 cigarette cards issued by 
United Tobacco Company
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‘Grain Elevators’
Lisa Mahar-Keplinger (1993)

Cape Town (2001)
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Grain Elevators
Bernd and Hilla Becher

Rouen, 
France (2000)

Betheniville,
Riems, 
France (2006)

Canton, Ohio 
USA (1977)

Soisson, 
France (2006)
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Grain Elevator Murals
Alberta
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Grain Elevator Museums
Alberta and British Columbia
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South Africa’s 
Railway Elevators
(2001)
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Stored Potential, Omaha
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Quaker Oats Co.,
previously a hotel, and 
now student housing for 
University of Akron, Ohio
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‘Silophone’
Proposal for UN building (2007)

No.5 Silo
Montreal
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Museum of Modern Art
Rosario, Argentina
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Bunge Elevator,
Quebec, Canada

“The Image Mill”
Robert Lepage (2009)
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Canada Malting Company
Montreal, proposed home of  
‘Metronome Canada’



Grain Elevators: 
Imagery and Imagination

The history: Patapsco, Baltimore
The fiction: ‘The Grainery’ (in The Wire)
The reality: ‘Silo Point’
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Basel, Switzerland

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
.
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CUBE Architects
Amsterdam, Netherlands
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Premier Milling, Newtown, Johannesburg

Concept 2009

Concept 2003
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Cape Town
(2001)
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Cape Town (2003) 
Arlene Amaler-Raviv & Dale Yudelman

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
 



Grain Elevators: 
Imagery and Imagination

Cape Town: Urban planning 
Stauch Vorster Architects (2009)

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation




Grain Elevators: 
Imagery and Imagination

Cape Town
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